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cleared forests and brought under the plough many lands. Now Narym
grows a surplus of rye and winter wheat. The population also hunts the
rich supply of wild game. Some of the most renowned hunters in Siberia
live in Narym.

When the war broke out the hunters, who were among the best marksmen
in the country, were needed as snipers in the Army. Nearly all of them
went to the front. As in other places women found themselves in charge
of the new large collective farms. Not enough of them had learned to
operate the tractors, combines, and other modern implements. Nor were
there many livestock experts and agronomists among them, and time was
precious. Because of the short summers time is always precious on the
Siberian farms. So in the village of Verkhny Yar, in the upper part of
Narym, girls started a campaign to train themselves in the new tasks that
faced them. Within a brief time 8000 girls responded to the campaign
and hastened to enlist in the the special courses that were opened to teach
them all they needed to know about combines, grains, livestock, and farm
management.

Nor was Narym an exception. Similiar campaigns swept other parts
of the country. In 1941-42, out of the 370,426 tractor drivers that were
newly trained, 173,794 were women, mostly girls. The others were chiefly
boys below military age. Of the 80,577 combine operators, 42,969 were
women. Tens of thousands of women became expert mechanics of farm
machinery. And 1942 was a banner year in Russian agriculture.

In pre-war days girls and young women in Narym had also been hunting,
though not as extensively as men. Now they took up the profession with
a fresh earnestness. Furs are an important item in national defence, and
the government encouraged women to take up hunting. Of course shooting
Siberian squirrel for furs is no easy task. One has to be a skilled marksman
to hit the squirrel in the eyes so as not to injure the skin. Yet many girls
and young women more than fulfilled the quota of 500 skins for three
months. Tatyana Kayalova, a young mother, left her children in the
nursery and gave all her time to hunting. So skilled and successful was
she that she delivered to the government 300 skins a month, not one with
the least mark of damage. Other young women in Narym equalled her
record in squirrel shooting.

During the weeks that the Germans were advancing on Moscow and on
Tula women by the tens of thousands were digging trenches, building
barricades. Old and young, they worked with spades, with picks, with
crowbars, with handcarts, with saws and axes. They worked day and
night, in wind and blizzard, often, under enemy fire. The hundreds of
miles of trenches they dug and the endless lines of barricades they erected
evoked the highest praise of generals and civilian leaders.

In the winter of 1942-43 Moscow and other large cities had to be heated
by wood. Beginning with the middle of the summer, tens of thousands of
women were mobilised for cutting wood. " Where is your Marusia ? "
I asked a woman executive in Moscow.

" Gone to cut wood," was her reply.

Hardly a housemaid remained in the capital. Not a young woman in
acceptable physical condition who could be spared from other work but
journeyed to the forests, lived there in a camp for two or three months,